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TALKING PAPER
ON
JOIN SPOUSE ASSIGNMENTS
PURPOSE:  To provide information on the Join Spouse Assignment Program

DISCUSSION
-
When possible, military couples are assigned where they can maintain a joint household

--
Despite this, each member is considered to be serving in his/her own right and must fulfill the same obligations as other military members

--
Military couples share in the responsibility of reducing family separation by not making decisions with the assumption they will always be assigned together

---
Review plans for future service, career development, and family planning

---
Remember that join spouse assignments are not guaranteed

---
Be aware that requirements at the same location are much easier for junior enlisted than for senior NCOs

-
Completion of (and keeping current) AF Form 1048 (Military Spouse Information) is key to the join spouse assignment program

--
Individuals indicate join spouse intent code which is entered into the personnel data system (PDS)

--
Three codes available

---
Code “A”  desire join spouse to CONUS or any overseas tour (includes separate, but concurrent, dependent-restricted tour consideration)

---
Code “B”  desire join spouse to CONUS or any accompanied overseas tour only

---
Code “H”  join spouse assignment not desired

--
Intent code takes priority over individual location preferences in PDS

---
If a couple has intent codes “A”, first preference is to be assigned together

---
Preferences considered but main goal is to keep the couple together

-
The following situations require a written request to begin the join spouse assignment process

--
When members marry while assigned to different locations

--
When marriage occurs after assignment selection of one or both members

--
When an Air Force member is married to a member of another branch of service

--
When military spouse information is not correct in the PDS

--
When unique circumstances are involved and a member wishes to join a spouse

- Members who marry while en-route to assignments at different locations must understand they can not delay join spouse assignment application until arrival at their respective locations
-- Members who marry en route should report to the nearest AF installation and make an application immediately after marriage

-- The MPF will contact the assignment OPR by the most expedient means to request Join Spouse assignment consideration

-- No re-imbursement for any travel in conjunction with such application is authorized and status is leave (delay en route) while the application is pending

-- A change in port call/an or RNTLD may be appropriate

-- When a member arrives in the local area of projected assignment, whether or not “signed in” for assignment purposes the PCS is complete and consummated.  TOS requirements and other PCS eligibility criteria must be met before a subsequent move to join spouse will be considered

- When members marry while both are technical training students they should apply for join spouse assignment as soon as possible to receive consideration for assignment together upon gradution

-- If necessary, both members are retained at the training center pending final join spouse consideration.

- Additional information is located in AFI 36-2110 Attachment 8
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